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INTERVIEW

Irene Zoe Alameda. Director of the Institute Caervanles
in Stockholm since September 200%, was borm in
hdadrid in 1974, She s a writer, film diractor and FhD in
Comparative Literature from Solumbia University (LEA).
Aowoman fram the 215t Century, she is courageous,
innovative, Delieves in teameork and seeks consensus.

TEXT: ARTOMID VELA PHOTO: CERVARTES INSTITUTE

trector Alameda has learne much but wants to

learn mach maore — she koows that she muost keep

learnmg. And she looks ac life from the perspective
that it does not matter much what vou have already done, Tae
what you still plan te do alead.

She s serving ac Instituto Cervantes, one of the most
important and valued Spanish public msoioions for coaloore
and language all over the world, with more than 70 centres
operating suceessfully in the five continents,

=W hat s che [oscioaco Cervanres? What are s values and anms?

The Instiento Cervantes 5 a public Insocan founded Ty
Spatn m 19971 whose ain s to promote the Spanish language
and Spanish and Laun Ameriean culowee We are aware of the
importance of our linguage as one of the lguages with

the highest number of speakers o the world voday T is an
i.]'.l'lpﬁf[ﬂl'.l[ medinm for commuomicanan and ol L'X{Z]'l.il]lg'.'!
of culture and humaniste values,

- When was the Instionco opened in Sweden? Whar would
vou highlight from che Tosomre az Sreckhohn?

The Insticueo Cervances of Stockhelm was inaugurated on
19 April 2005 by the Prince Felipe, Princess of Asturias and
Princess Victori Dering these first vears we Tave carefilly
studied the Swedish sooer The experience we had gleaned
from other countries could not be amporied w Sweden

and the Nordic couneries i gener:l. Spanish and Laon
American culoures don’t share many soos with Scandinavian
countries. The very name of “Corvantes” does ool mean
much for the Swedish audience, although icos the naone of
the most impaortant author of che Buropean Movel {Maguel
de Cervantes, Don Quixote’s authar, s widely regarded as
the Gither of Maodern MNovel). [ chink ic s now when we are
getting o know Swedish society better that we feel ready o
offer 3 more understandable version of ourselves.

- Floaw do Swedes Tove the experience of learning Spanish ar
the Instituto Cervantes?

W main students every dav, and for g couney where people
are wsed o stdving languages i the conext of puble

Institute Cervantes

education, we have an impressive number of students. [
thank thae whar cur students value more is thar coming o
the Tnsttute is like visiting a Spanish speaking country for

i fewe hours, Our audience can find here not only the best
gualified professors of Spansh as 1 foreign language, boc alse

grear and updared Library wath bilingual personmel and

good bunch of culoural acoivities: we have a Film Forun,

performances, cxhibitions, and we recetve the visit of the hest
auchars, histarians and artists every week, Joining the Institore
Cervantes is enjoving a complete culural experience.
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- What are the challenges of the Institee Cervanres for the
Asr Cenrury?

Mo thiat the nambers are weith us Jwe are more than 00
million speakers a1l over the world) we need 1o focos on
epuality The challengre now consist of wrning Spanish inm a
Lanrgoagre chosen to transoie complex contents: it is already

a litevary langaage, bur we need e also to be o language toe
sclence and for internstional relations, Many of our speakers
sheuld be as literate in Spanish as they sre in English, For
example, in Sweden there s a huge number of teachers of
Spanish, but their expertise in the langoage isclf is very poor
S0 we need o focus now more in the quality of Spanish,
both learne and mught.

Tor study Spanish in thelr courses people can regiscer ar the
welsie, or m person ac the Tnsciooee | IF you need a level

test von luvee 10 goto the centre. Yoo can book date and

time by phone, To become a member of the Lhrary, the
recommendation s o go thers directly and then you can ke

Trorckes, mosze and maosvies ac same tine.
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I Effective management

Copda eycle :Documentary film “Las April 12th of culture in our
risas dal querer : .
Instituto chrl.ranllﬁ ynamie siid rpidly
globalizing world can

Raading circle April 15th and 29th [ May 13th IMEan 5UCCess or

Instituto_Cervantes and 27th [ June 10th failure

-
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Sganish FilmFestival April 16th to 23rd
Jfe Cinsma ltirm International provides companics the cultural
Euture-night April 2ath competence needed to optimize business performance
“Hon Stop Spanish Cinerna” worldwide,
Insfituto Cervantes

Youwanl Lo grew by expanding in farsign markets?
Film-club: "A través de mis ojos” April 26th to June 14th

: Build the collzborative advantage in multicultural teams?
Instituto Cervantes,

Enable managers to recognize and catch global
Exhibition: "A través de mis ojos” May 20th to June 20th oppartunities znd minimize risks!?

[nstituta Cervantes
Contact us for a meeting, We can provide you with a roag-
Ferformance Ana Laguna May 5th map to successfully navigate from international presence

Moderna Dance Teatern 1o global effecliveness.

Talk regarding Bicentenary of May 17th ] ]
Tie Independence .
Instituto Cervantes

1NT& B2 Tala=|

Ancient Music Festival June 13th nternational

Tyska Kyrkan (Germa Church) Gamla Sveavipen 9B - Stockholm - Sweden
Sten :

v Itimoarg tel +a6 8 212y

W ful place Lo swim

Erhard Baum

| ¥nowe Karlssan

Enjoyed picnic herel
Camille Rousseau

i 23 years old

France, Paris
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